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Narrative 
The Town of Bourne is a medium-sized rural community at the gateway to Cape 
Cod.  The Cape Cod Canal bisects the community, with both the Bourne and    
the Sagamore bridges, and the lift railroad bridge all located in Bourne.   
The canal is well known for its superb sport fishing, and for carrying      
ships flying the flags of all nations.  The Bourne Scenic Park campground   
is located beneath the Bourne Bridge and is a perfect vacation location for 
those seeking to enjoy the canal.                                           
Bourne has numerous quiet harbors and inlets for boating and bathing, and   
the shellfishing in the area is particularly enticing.  Bourne is a quiet   
community without the summer tourist crush experienced by some of the other 
Cape communities.  The annual Bourne Scallop Festival, which is held in     
early September each year, brings visitors from across the nation.          
        (Narrative supplied by community)                          
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Southeastern Massachusetts, at the beginning of Cape Cod. Bordered by Plymouth   
on the north, the Atlantic Ocean on the northeast, Sandwich on the east,         
Falmouth on the south, and Buzzards Bay on the west. Bourne is 35 miles east of  
Fall River, 57 miles southeast of Boston, and 233 miles from New York            
City. 

Total Area: 52.82 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 40.90 sq. miles  
 
Population: 16,064  
 
Density: 393 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Hyannis Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....28.4°F   
   Normal temperature in July........70.4°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......43.9"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Pocasset, Sagamore, Onset, Wareham                                               

Regional Planning Agency 
   Cape Cod Commission                                          

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (508) 759-0600            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Open Town Meeting                          

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1884   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered        8,631    
         
 
   Democrats               1,900    22.0  % 
   Republicans             1,303    15.1  % 
   Other parties               1     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       5,427    62.9  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:       66       
   Conventional Federal:     56  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:              30      
   Federal (Section 8):      76              
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TRANSPORTATION 
 

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   Bourne is situated on Cape Cod, a 65-mile long sandy peninsula comprising   
   Barnstable County. The Cape has excellent highway, rail, bus and air        
   connections to other parts of New England. Air, bus, and passenger rail     
   service expand during the summer months to accommodate the large numbers of 
   tourists.                                                                   
 
 
 

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 6 and State Route 28.                     
 
 
 

Rail  
   The Bay Colony Railroad has a rail line through Bourne. Contact number:     
   (617) 380-3556                                                              
 
 
 

Bus  
   Bourne is a member of the Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority (CCRTA),      
   which operates a b-bus demand response service. Bonanza Bus Lines provides  
   commuter service from Bourne to Back Bay Station, Boston.  Bonanza also     
   provides service to Falmouth, Woods Hole, New Bedford, Fall River and       
   Providence, RI.                                                             
 

Other  
   Bonanza Bus Lines provides service from Bourne to Logan Airport.  Bonanza   
   also offers service to Falmouth and Woods Hole, connecting to Martha's      
   Vineyard via Ferry.                                                         
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   Aptucxet Trading Post                                             
   24 Aptucxet Road                                                  
   (508) 759-9487                                                    
    

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   Barnstable County Hospital                  
    

Long Term Care 
   Bourne Manor Extended Care Fac.             
    

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


